Navigating Identity and Community:
Venezuelan Diaspora Experiences in Berlin

Lucas Gonzalez, Emiliano Wass, PhD. Tyler Center

E SM Florida State University - College of Social Sciences and Public Policy for Global Studies

Abstract Background Kev FIndings

This ethnqgrophic study .explores hqw .Venezu.elan immigrants Venezueld's econqmic gnd p.ooliticol CI’iSiS. has created the world's « Banking creates integration barriers: German financial systems require
construct |<.jent|ty and. build community In Berl!n. Drawing from second—largest migration crisis after Syrio | extensive documentation, forcing migrants to navigate bureaucracy
iInterviews with community leaders and participation in cultural events, | Over 7.7 million Venezuelans have been displaced globally since before full Heingting | ot

. . . . . y participating in society
examine how Venezuelans balance preserving their culture with 2015, with
adapting to German life. The research reveals the central role of food, displacement continuing today
art, and literature in maintaining Venezuelan identity across borders. UN classifies Venezuelan migrants as "persons in need of
Cultural practices become both anchors to home and bridges to new international protection,” yet many face legal barriers to formal
communities, creating spaces where traditions evolve without being refugee status in Europe
lost. Berlin's history as an immigrant destination, combined with its Germany has become a key EU destination, with Berlin's
walkable neighborhoods and green spaces, creates environments progressive policies and multicultural history providing unique
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difficult experiences while staying connected across borders. while navigating ongoing displacement

e Adapting to Berlin's coldness: Venezuelans adjust to both the city's
reserved social culture and harsh winters, very different from
Venezuelan warmth and openness

¢ Digital networks sustain community: Internet connections let
Venezuelans share migration stories and stay connected across
borders while processing difficult experiences

e Food maintains cultural ties: Preparing and sharing traditional
Venezuelan dishes keeps people connected to their homeland despite
distance
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e Community still taking shape: Venezuelan presence in Berlin is
growing but lacks the established structure of other immigrant groups

Conclusion

Venezuelan diaspora in Berlin demonstrates remarkable adaptability
while maintaining core cultural identities. Unlike traditional
assimilation models, participants create hybrid identities that blend
Venezuelan traditions with German urban life.
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Key finding: Cultural preservation and integration are not opposing
forces but complementary processes that strengthen both individual
resilience and community cohesion.
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MethodolocC

Future Implications

Data Collection e Venezuelan experiences in Berlin offer models for successful cultural
This study collected data in Berlin from May-August 2024 through
interviews with Venezuelan immigrants and participation in community

ACknOWIGdgementS integration in European contexts

e Community-driven support networks prove more effective than
institutional assistance alone
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Research Focus

Focus areas included cultural preservation practices, adaptation
strategies, and community experiences. Participants varied in migration
timeline, professional background, and how they settled in Berlin.
Analysis

7 interviews were recorded and transcribed. Analysis identified
common themes in how participants maintain identity and build
community. Findings were supported by observations at cultural events
and informal community interactions.

for his mentorship, to Anabella Georgi for o . . . |
welcoming me into Berlin's Venezuelan r Limitations: This research primarily reached Venezuelans with

community, and to all the participants and . resources to migrate 8-15 years ago, missing recent lower-middle
organizations who generously shared their class migrants who represent a majority of Venezuelans currently

stories with me. facing displacement.




	Slide 1:    Navigating Identity and Community:  Venezuelan Diaspora Experiences in Berlin   

