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Research Context

Education is often understood as a
neutral space for learning and intellect-
ual development. This research
challenges that assumption by exanining
how schools in Soviet-influenced Poland,
Romania, and Moldava functioned as
tools of ideological control.

Rather than simply transmitting knowledge,
these systems shaped how students under-
stood, authority, identity, and their role within
the state.

Methods

Field Sites
Poland, Romania, Moldova

j] Sources
Archival curricula, propagonda
materials, school records

ﬁ Research Engagement

Museum collections, academic scholaship
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Everyday student experiences

Schools did not merely educate—they functioned as

mechanisms of ideological conditioning embedded
in students’ daily lives.
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indoctrzated children

Ideology embedded
into daily routines

Authority normalized
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State-designed curricula
reframed history and
civic identity from an early age,
fostering loyalty though

collective activities and

* Youth organization uniforms demonstrate
how political identity was embedded into
everyday student life.

* Classroom materials and propaganda reinforced
state-approved narratives

* Youth organization uniforms were designed for uniformity and control (as they were mandatory).
Children earned pins, badges, and sashes as incentives for completing tasks or taking
on collective activities that served the interests of the government.
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Understanding how education was used as a tool of ideological control forces us to reconsider the
role of schools today.

Education is never neutral—it is shaped by power and politics,

As future educators, we must create classrooms that encourage critical thinking and independence.

Despite regional differences,
schools consistently aligned student
identity with state ideloogy.
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